Possible Interview Questions for School Counselors

Adapted from www.schoolcounselor.com
Written by Eric Sparks who is the director of school counseling for Wake County Public Schools, where he works with approximately 350 school counselors serving 144,000 students. He facilitated district-wide implementation of the American School Counselor Association’s (ASCA) National Model in the county’s schools, where 32 schools have been acknowledged through the Recognized ASCA Model Program award.
Consider asking one or more questions from each of the categories below.

Role of the School Counselor

1. What do you see as the main role of a school counselor? 

2. Have you implemented any components of the ASCA National Model for School Counseling?

3. What do you think is the most important characteristic of a school counselor? 
4. When considering school counseling ethical standards and school policies, how would you handle a conflict between the two? 

5. What do you think the role of the school counselor is in preventing school violence?
6. What can you provide that is different from a social worker, school psychologist, or mental health counselor? 

7. What is the difference between a therapist and a school counselor? 

8. What does your future comprehensive school counseling program look like? What is your plan for achieving this? 

Strengths and Interests
9. What influenced you to be a school counselor? 

10. What practical experiences have you had that make you feel capable of being a school counselor? 

11. What is your strongest asset? 

12. What do you know about our school that you would consider a strength? a weakness? 
13. Tell us about a successful (satisfying) case that you have handled? And, one that was not so successful; what would you have done differently? 

14. What makes you want to work at ______ School? 

15. What is it that you like about working with (grade level) school students? 
16. How would you deal with cultural differences in a school setting? 

17. What is something new you could bring to our program? 

18. How do you handle criticism? 

19. How do you handle stress? 

20. Are you available to work in the evenings for functions such as parent programs, student programs, etc.? 

21. What experiences have you had in working with special education students? 

22. What has your experience been in working with students of color & gay, lesbian, bisexual and/or transgendered students? 

23. What is your experience with parenting programs?

24. How do you approach writing letters of recommendation (HS)?  

25. What does school counseling mean to you? 

26. How do you keep yourself organized? Discuss how you multitask.  

27. Where do you see yourself in the next five years?  

28. Are you proficient in a language other than English? 

Foundation of Comprehensive School Counseling Program
29. How does a comprehensive school counseling program support the school’s academic mission?

30. What is your school counseling/educational philosophy?

31. What is the counseling theory or approach that you most closely follow? 

Delivery of Comprehensive School Counseling Program
32. What is your experience with implementation of the school guidance curriculum?

33. How would you approach individual student planning? 

34. How do you develop a positive relationship with students in individual counseling?  Small group counseling?

35. How would you handle a large group of students having attendance problems? 

36. What experiences have you had with developing transition plans? 

37. Describe how you would implement small group counseling/guidance lessons? 

38. What might your professional development plan look like? 

Management of Comprehensive School Counseling Program
39. How do you use data in a school counseling program?

40. What type of school counseling activities would you institute to help close the achievement gap at our school?

41. What innovative and new ideas would you like to employ as a school counselor? 

42. How would you divide your time between meeting the immediate needs of the students and keeping up with the paperwork? 

43. What technology applications do you see being useful in your work? 

Accountability of Comprehensive School Counseling Program
44. How will you evaluate your school counseling program? 
45. What type of data would demonstrate an effective school counseling program?
46. What do the most recent state standardized test results indicate about this school district and this school; and what is your role regarding standardized testing? 

Leadership

47. How do you see the word "leader" fitting in to your role as a counselor? 
48. What leadership experiences have you had?
Advocacy 

49. How have you advocated for students?

50. How do school counselors advocate for students differently than other school staff?
Collaboration

51. What is the role of the school counselor in relation to teachers, parents, administrators and other counselors? 

52. How would you handle an irate parent? 

53. How would you handle a passive or uninvolved parent? 

54. How do you see yourself fitting in with school counselors who have many years experience as veteran teachers? 

55. What is your view on collaborative consultation in the schools? 

56. Describe past interactions with parents in home visits. 

57. How do you handle conflict with a colleague, parent, administrator?  

What Would You Do If…
58. One of your students told you she was pregnant? 

59. You suspected one of your students is being abused? 

60. One of your students talks to you about wanting to kill themselves? 

61. One of your students tells you they are being abused? 

62. A student requests a teacher change because he/she doesn't like them? 

63. A parent requests you to switch their child's teacher? 

64. A student requests to be in the same lunch period as their friend? 

65. You suspect one of your students is abusing drugs/alcohol? 

66. One of your students admits to being sexually active? 

67. One of your students told you he/she is gay?

68. One of your student's parents is terminally ill? 

69. Your student does not get into their number one college choice? 

70. One of your students wants to drop out of school? 

71. You overhear the makings of a fight that is about to happen? 

72. One of your seniors is not going to graduate? 

73. A parent asks to meet with you at 5:00 because that is the only time they can get off of work? 

74. You see one of your students (or parents) in town? 

75. One of your students continues to fail math (or any subject) each quarter? 

76. You have a faculty member's child in your caseload? 
